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Reimagining a  
world-class experience  
in a changing world
A new vision for Bord Bia Bloom

I am delighted to join Bord Bia as the new Head of 

Bord Bia Bloom and Brand Partnerships. This is an 

exciting opportunity to work with our experienced 

event management team and our festival partners 

to shape the direction of Bord Bia Bloom.

We have entered a decade in which sustainability 

will become the defining issue from an ethical, 

economic and social viewpoint. As such, we 

recognise that consumers are increasingly seeking 

ways to live healthier, more sustainable lives; lives 

that are better for themselves, their communities 

and the world around us. They are now seeking 

events that are not “just for a good time” but  

that are good for their health and the health of  

the planet. 

That’s not to say we’re not still here for a good 

time. Bord Bia Bloom has firmly planted itself  

in the hearts and minds of the nation, heralding a 

vibrant and joyous start to the summer each year. 

Now we are taking the next step in its 

development. We will make Bord Bia Bloom a 

world-class, uplifting and innovative horticulture, 

food and drink experience with nature and 

sustainable living at its heart. We hope that  

you will join us in this mission.

Laura Douglas  

Head of Bord Bia Bloom & Brand Partnerships, 

Bord Bia



Do you have the vision 
to partner with us on 
Bord Bia Bloom?
Bord Bia Bloom is seeking the perfect  

partners to assist with the development of a 

three-year plan which will see Bord Bia Bloom 

reach world-class standards in sustainability, 

both as an experience, but also as host of over 

100,000 consumers.

This is an exciting opportunity to collaborate 

with us as we re-energise Bord Bia Bloom, 

working together to develop a nourishing 

and immersive horticulture, food and drink 

experience that will attract and empower the 

next generation.



President Michael D Higgins, Patron of Bord Bia Bloom,  

is pictured with Sabina Higgins at the FBD Insurance  

Deep Play Garden, designed by Niall Maxwell and  

Marina Andreeva, at Bord Bia Bloom 2018. 
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Bord Bia Bloom Activations

Help us inspire,  
educate and empower  
100,000+ visitors
Bord Bia Bloom’s purpose is to motivate people to embrace, experience and 

advocate for Irish horticulture, food and drink as part of a sustainable lifestyle, 

cultivating fans for life. 

We do this through inspiring, educational and empowering activations which 

are designed to showcase the best of Irish horticulture, immerse visitors in 

Irish food and drink excellence, and enhance Bord Bia’s reputation for nurturing  

a thriving future.

Nurturing a 
thriving future

Showcasing the best  
of Irish horticulture

Immersion in Irish food 
& drink excellence



More than 110,000 people visited Bord Bia Bloom 2022. Three-

quarters were under the age of 54 with over half aged between  

35-54, reflecting a blossoming interest in gardening and 

sustainable living among a younger cohort.

While Bord Bia Bloom is still much-loved by our traditional 

audience (female, 55+, ABC1), our growth is coming in our key 

target market (male and female, 35+, ABC1) and this is where  

we see the greatest potential as we reimagine Bord Bia Bloom  

for a new era.

Our audience  
is changing



Over 110,000 people attended Bord Bia Bloom 2022

were very satisfied or satisfied 
with Bord Bia Bloom

92%
plan to return

89%

34% 66%  28%  38%25% 76%75%
Male Female Families with children  First-time visitors  55 and over ABC154 and under

feel it is important that Bord Bia Bloom 
is a sustainable event

93%
noticed sustainability 

as a theme

71% 
came for the Gardening and Sustainable 

Living Stage. They rated it 8.5/10

53% 

€3.7m average 
worth of coverage 

  
 
 

991 pieces across print, digital,
broadcast and social media 

88 million reach

visited primarily to see 
the show gardens

71% 
see Bord Bia Bloom as a positive showcase 

for Irish food, drink and horticulture

82% 

2022 Media Partners 

2022 visitor numbers and ratings

2022 Media Coverage



John Hick
Retail Sales & Ticketing Manager

John brings more than 30 years’ experience  

in event management, sales and marketing to  

Bord Bia Bloom, garnered over a long career 

working on major events such as the Dublin Horse 

Show, the World Show Jumping Championships,  

and the Eurovision Song Contest. A member of 

the Bord Bia Bloom management team since the 

festival’s inception, he leads exhibition sales at 

the event. John also manages the Bloom Motoring 

Partner and all aspects of ticketing and entrancing.

Kerrie Gardiner 
Show Gardens & Horticulture Content Manager

A chartered landscape architect with a background 

in horticulture, Kerrie brings 25 years’ experience  

in the design and landscape profession to  

Bord Bia Bloom. As well as competently executing 

and overseeing the major curation role, Kerrie can 

effectively manage and communicate with the vast 

range of individuals who contribute to the delivery 

of the Bord Bia Bloom show gardens. She works 

hand-in-hand with sponsors to ensure their gardens 

deliver on their objectives and provide maximum 

return on their investment.

Laura Douglas
Head of Bord Bia Bloom & Brand Partnerships

Laura joined Bord Bia in 2022 as Head of  

Bord Bia Bloom and Brand Partnerships. She is an 

experienced marketeer with a proven track record 

delivering growth across some of the world’s 

leading brands. Laura was responsible for the 

creation and launch of the Guinness Open Gate 

Brewery as part of transforming Guinness into 

a vibrant and dynamic innovator. She was also 

instrumental in the development and success of 

some of Ireland’s most popular events, including 

the Carlsberg Cat Laughs and the Vodafone 

Comedy Festival. Recognised for her breakthrough 

strategic thinking and excellent relationship 

building skills, she delivers growth-driving  

business outcomes and best-in-class experiences.

Meet the team

Garret Buckley 
Sponsorship Manager

Garret was an integral part of the events team 

that launched Bord Bia Bloom in 2007. Over the 

last 14 years he has worked with many companies 

establishing new and innovative elements to 

the event, most recently the BBQ Bliss Area in 

association with Tesco. Garret has an unbridled 

capacity for creativity and vision, which has resulted 

in the continued success of Bord Bia Bloom. 

Alan Murphy
Head of Operations

Alan has served as Head of Operations for  

Bord Bia Bloom for the past 16 years. He has over 

30 years’ experience of major event operations and 

financial control in Ireland, the UK and the US. His 

calm and logical approach to budgeting, preparing 

and implementing event plans is a trademark of his 

management of Bord Bia Bloom’s operations. Alan 

is also responsible for developing and implementing 

many of the sustainable practices at the festival.



Kathryn Thomas 

at the National Dairy Council 

Sustainable Dairy Farm Garden, 

designed by Sean Russell,  

at Bord Bia Bloom 2022



We have been proud to work with many of Ireland’s top brands over the last 14 live events

Previous partners



Be part of the success  
of Bord Bia Bloom
Contact us to learn more about our strategic partnerships

Garret Buckley

Sponsorship Manager

garret.buckley@bordbiabloom.com

+ 353 86 246 5093

Kerrie Gardiner

Show Gardens & Horticulture Content Manager

kerrie.gardiner@bordbiabloom.com 

+353 86 130 4170 
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